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Epbeſ V. xi 


And have no fellowſhip with the unfruit- 
ful works of darkneſs, but rather re- 
prove them, 


HE Deſign of this £,ecture being to 
promote and encourage the Retor- 
mation of Manners, 1 would fain 
ſpeak ſomething that may be ſuitable 

to the Aſſembly, and the occaſion of it. To diſ- 

courſe of the Evil of Sin, to diſſwade from the 

Vices of the Age, would be (I preſume) unſuit- 
able to the Perſons here preſent : For thoſe De- 
bauchees, who hate to be Reform'd, are ſeldom 
guilty of coming to ſuch ſectures as this, un- 

ſs they come to catch at ſomewhat to divert 
them at the Tavern, or the Ale-hoyſe. But 
ſeeing we live among ſuch, and muſt needs ſome 
times converſe with them, I have made choice 
of theſe Words, which direct us ſo to carry it 
towards them, as that we may preſerve our 
ſelves from Guilt and Contagion, it we be not 


1o happy as to Reclaim and Reform them. 


* 
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AT the 17th Verſe of the preceding 
Chapter, St. Paul Exhorts the Chriſtians at 
Epheſus, Not to walk as other Gentiles, who aban- 
don'd themſelves to Laſciviouſneſs, to work all 
Uncleanneſs with greedineſs, Verſe 19. Being 
Converted from Heatheniſm to Chriſtianity, they 
had in Baptiſm renounc'd the Pagan Idolatry; 
and had been taught in Chriſt's School, 20 pur off 
the Old Man, to change their former courſe of 
Life; and forſake thoſe vile and abominable 
Practices which the Heathens liv'd in, Verſe 20, 
21, 22. In the eighth Verſe of this Chapter, 
he puts them in mind of their great and happy 
Change: Whereas, while they were Heathens, 
they were Dazkne/s, in a diſmal eſtate of Igno- 
rance and Wickedneſs; now they were Conver- 
ted, they were Light in the Lor d, turned from Dark- 
neſs to Light, _—_— the Power of Satan unto 
God. And he exfltorts them to Walk as Children 
of Light, to live and act as Chriſtians, inſtruct- 
ed in the Doctrine of Chriſt, admitted into his 
Church by Baptiſm, enlighten'd, and made Par- 
takers of his Holy Spirit. That they might 
thus walk, He adviſes them in the Text, to 
Have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
darkneſs, but rather to reprove them. Q. D: 
Do not join with the Heathens in their abo- 
© minable Idolatries, nor countenance them in 
© their filthy Luſts, or baſe Vices : Hold no 
4 intimacy or familiarity with them, leſt you 
*-bePartakers with them: Bur rather Reprove 
© them. Do what you can to convince them of 
© the Evil of their Ways, ſhew your diſlike of 
* them, and both by Words and Actions en- 
4 deer to Reform them. 5 
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IN Proſecuting this Text, I ſhall endeavour, 
1. To Fxplain it. 


2. To Prove, that we ought to have no Felom· 
ſhip with the unfruit ful Works of Darkneſs , 
but rather to reprove tbem. 


3. To make ſome Application, ſuitable to the 
Occaſion. 


I, 


1 begin with the Erſt of theſe, the Explicatj- 
en of the Text. Here ſhall inquire, 


1. WHAT arethe Works of Darkneſs, which 
the LE Cautions the Epheſians to 
avoid? 


2. WHAT is it to have no Fellowſhip with the 
Works of Darkneſs ? | 


3. WHAT it is to Reprove them? 
QUESTION. I. 

WHAT are the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, 
which the Apoſtle here Exhorts the Chriſtians at 
Epheſus to avoid ? And why are they ſocalled ? 

ANSWER, 

Bx Works of Darkneſs the Apoſtle ſeems to 

igtend the Jdelarrox and Polluted esp e the 


eathens 
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Heathen: ;, together with that abominable F. 
thine ſi, and thoſe unnatural Luſts which were ad- 


mitted by them into their Religion, and acted 


in the dark Receſſes of their Temples; con- 
cerning which he tells us, in the Words imme- 
diately follow ing the Text, that tu A ſhame e- 
ven to ſpeak of thoſe things which are done of them 
in ſecret. Their ſecret Wickedneis, which they 
call'd their Myſteries, being the higheſt, but 
vileſt part of their Religion, was not fit to be 
mention'd by any modeſt Perſon. 


THE Apoſtle mentions ſome of thoſe 
*Works of Darkneſs in the third Verſe ; _ 
a „tian, Uncleanneſs, an 
T Vide Hein 3 Coverouſneſs maentief, 
Sac. ad N. Teft. lib. 10. by which Ge under- 
0 ho. ay. ; a; ſtand exceſſive or un- 
wo th Rom. 1. 1 nd navel Leif; becaulc 
1 . this Word is com- 
Or. §. 1. Oxford monl join'd with 
= on PauPs Epiſtles, Works 11 . 
Eph. 5.5. Note 2. and 4. | 
and Whitby Annot. on 22 5 un" _ Pex 99 
ere ee, 2409.64 e 
this Interpretation ſrom the this 4 Br fre as 
1 A Lo «natural Luſt, is cald 
„ ae ululaery, Col. 3 5. and 
the covetous Alan, an Idolator, Verſe 5. becauſe 
vlthy-and unnatural Luſts were very frequent 
m their Idol Worſhip. The Solemn Feſtivals 
of the Heathens werecelebrated with all manner 
of Lewdneſs : Their Temples were polluted 
with Formeation, "Adultery, and Vnnatur al Luft « 
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146!; and Sodomites go together, t Kings 14. 24+ 
15. 12. 2 Kings 23. 7. And as theſe filthy 
Luſts, the abominable Vices of the Heathens, 
may, on this account be call'd Idolatry, in the 
New Teſtament ;, ſo the Worſhiping of dels is 
'calld Whoredom, and Adultery in the Old, By 
<« reaſon (faith Arch Biſhop Teniſon, Treatiſe of 
© Idolatry 7 t3.) of thoſe very unchaſt Acti- 
ce ons and Rites, by which many of the Idols 
& of theGentiles were ſer ved F. 
Fe NOW theſe foul and deteſtable Vices are 
„ _. fitly calld Works of Darkneſs, becauſe they 
J were inſtituted by the Devil the Prince of Dark- 
neſs, practiſed by Heathens, the Children of 
Darkneſs, in Times of Ignorance, and in the 


dark corners of the Earth, where the glorious 


Light of GOD's Word did not ſhine; and 
committed in the Adyta, the cloſe and dark 
Corners of the 1dol-Temples. 


OBJECTION. 


. WHAT is this tous? We injoy the Light 

of the Goſpel. The Sun of Righteouſneſs hath 

* diſpell'd the Darkneſs of Pagan Idolatry : How 
then are we concern'd in this Advice of the A- 

B poſtle, 


+ of the Uncleanneſs and unnatural Luſts pra- 
Nis d by the Heathens, and uid as Parts, and 
Rites of their Religion, in the Eleuſinia Sacra, the 
Myſteries of Cybele, and the Feaſts of Venus, and 
Flora, ſee Alex ab Alex. Gen. Dier. Lib. 6. 
Cap. 26. p. m. 384. Arnob. adverſ. Gent. Lib. 5. 
55 alſo among the G noſtic is in their Worſhip, Epiph. 

Er- 26. 
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poſtle, to have vo fellowſhip with the Works of 
Darkneſs ? 


ANSWER, 


THO” the Night of Paganifm be paſt, and 
the Darkneſs of Idolatry aboliſh'd by Goſpel 
Light; yet the Works of Darkneſs, of which I 
have ſpoken, were not ſo Peculiar to the Pagan 
World, as not to be found among Chriſtians. 
Are there not with us, even with us Fornication, 


Uncleanneſs, inordinate and unnatural Luſts, for 


which the Wrath of GOD came upon the Sodo- 
mites, the Amorites, and other Children of Diſ- 
obedience? Verſe 6. And doth it not concern 
us to beware that we be not Partakers with ſuch 
Sinners, in their Sins, leſt we alſo partake with 
them in their Plagues ? 
BUT beſides theſe, there are alſo other o- 


dious Vices among us, which deſerve to be 


branded with this deteſtable Character, v:z. 

 _ ATHEISM and Irreligion; Contempt of 
Chriſt and of the Goſpel; Profanng the Lord's 
Day, and Neglect of G OD's Worſhip: Many 
among us are, in this reſpect, worſe than Hea- 

thens;, they never frequent any Religious Aſ- 

ſemblies. 

RASH Swearing, Curſiag and Blaſphemy; 
Scoffins at ſerious Piety; Burleſquing Script ure; 
Ridiculing the Joys of Heaven, and the Tor- 
ments of Hell; Horrid Execrations, and Impre- 
cationt; with Drunkneſs, and Tippling. 

THESE, as well as the Luſts of Uncleanneſs, 

deſerve to be call'd Works of Darkneſs. 


THEY 


* >. a 
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THEY are WORKS Toilſom and La- 
borious. The Sinner is a Slave to Sin; he 
drudges for the Devil; and wearies himſelf, 
while he works iniquity with both hands earneſtly. 

THEY are Works of DARKNESS; for 
by them the Prince of Darkneſs is gratify'd ; 
they proceed from, and increaſe the Darkneſs of 
the Mind ; they obſcure the Relicks of Natural 
Light, and tend to extinguiſh the Candle of the 
Lord, within us; they ſhun the Light, and ſeek 
for Darkneſs here, and tend to the place of outer 
Darkneſs. 

AND they are UNFRUITFUL Works 
of Darkneſs, yielding no Profit to thoſe who 
are imploy d in them. The profane ſottiſn Sin- 
ner wearies himſelf for very Vanity, and labours in 
the fire, Habak. 2. 13. When he hath waſted 
his Eſtate, impair'd bis Health, ſufly'd his Re- 
putation, and loſt the Innocency and Peace of 
his Conſcience, by ſowing to the Fleſh, he ſhall of 
the Fleſhreap Corruption. Gal. 6. 8. The preſent 
Fruit of Sin, is Shame, and Sorrow, diſtract- 
ing Cares, and anxious Fears; and the end of 
thoſe things is Death, Rom. 6. 21. For to ſuch 
as do theſe Works of Darkneſs, is reſerved the 
blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, Jude, Verſe 16. 


QUESTION. u. 


WHAT is it to have no Fellowſhip with the 
Works of Darkneſs ? 


ANSWER. 
'TIS not enough that we do not commit 


theſe Sins; that we our ſelves do not wallow in 
B 2 the 
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the Mire, or run into exceſs of Riot, We may 
have Fellowſhip with the, unfruitful Works of 
Darkneſs, tho' we be no Atheiſts, Blaſphemers, 
 Druntharads, or Adulterers. To call Profane and 
Debauch'd Wretches only Partakers in Wicked- 
neſs, is to give them too ſoft and gentle a name, 
It we would have no Fellowſhip with the Works of 
Darkneſs, much more is requir'd of us: As, 


1. WE ought, as much as we can, to de- 
cline intimate Familiarity with lewd and profli- 
gate Sinners; we ſhould be ſhy of their Compa- 
ny, and not entertain needleſs Friendſhip with 
them, Prov. 23. 20. Be not thou among Wine- 
bibbers. If we delight to converſe with the 
Agents for the Prince of Darkneſs, we are in dan- 
ger ot being drawn to do the Works of Darkneſs. 

Our Minds are apt to receive a deep Tincture 
from thoſe with whom we converſe : We inſen- 
fibly ſlide into their Sentiments, and before we 
are aware, ſpeak their Language and learn their 
Manners. Therefore, tho we ſhould not affect 
to be Singular, in lawful things, nor tranſgreſs 
the Rules of Civility, out of a Phariſaical Super- 
ciliouſneſs;, yet as we value our Innocency, we 
ſhould not out of choice, nor, without juſt 
grounds, aſſociate with the Looſe and Vicious. 
For they who frequent bad Company , place 
themſelves in the way of Temptation: By their 
preſence, they harden Sinners in their Wicked- 
neſs, and expoſe themſelves to Infection. 


2, W HEN we cannot wholly ſhun the com- 
pany of the Wicked, we ought to ſhew our diſ- 
like of their Wickedneſs. To avoid bad Com- 
pany altogether, we mut (as the Apoſtle fu 
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of the Corinthians) needs go out of the World, 
1 Cor. 5. 10. When therefore, we are by our 
lawful Imployments, or Journeys, caſt into ſuch 
Company, we ought to be very watchtul that 
we be not tainted by them: yea, we ſhould 
ſhew our Grief and Deteſtation of thoſe Sins, 
which we are neceſſarily witneſſes of. We are 
guilty of that Wickedneſs, which we can ſee 
others act, with Pleaſure and Satisfaction. 

WE ought to ſhew reſpect to Sinners Perſons, 
but not to their Yices. If Sinners enticens, we 
ſhould not conſent ; we ought not to walk in 
the way with them, Prov. 1. 10, 15. It they 
diſhonour GOD, and ſeoff at Religion, we 
ſhould, if we can, withdraw from their compa- 
ny: It not, we ſhould let them ſee that their 
Wickedneſs is very grievous to us. Thus did 
righteous Lot, 2 Pet. 2. 7, 8. He was vexed 
with the filthy converſation of the Sodomites. 
Thus alſo holy David beheld the tranſgreſſors, and 
was grieved. And Rivers of waters ran down his 
eyes, becauſe men kept not GOD's Law, Pſal. 


119. 136. 158. 


3. THAT we may have no Fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, we ought 
to do what we can to Reſtrain, and to Reform 
notorious Sinners. If we be Inſtruments in 
GOD's Hand, to turn them from Darkneſs to 
Light, to convert them from the Error of their 
ways, they will have much Benefit, and we 
much Comfort. If we can't Reform them, we 
ſhould endeavour to Reſtrain them. If wecan't 
prevail with them to become good, we ſhould 
do our utmoſt to prevent their continuing ſo 
bad as they are, All, in their ſeveral ow, 

| on 
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ſhould lend a helping hand to ſtop the Torrent 

of Wickedneſs : For, He that doth not hin- 
der others from doing the Works of Darkneſs,when 
*tis in his Power, hath Fellowſhip with them. 
But this leads me to the other Duty of the Texr, 
which is to be explain'd. | 


QUESTION. i. 


WHAT is it to Reprove the unfruitful 
Works of Darkneſs ? 


ANSWER. 


REPROOF is either Ferbal, or Real; by 
our Words, or by our Actions. Theſe Two ſorts 
of Reproof will take in the ſeveral Methods 
which we ought to uſe, in order to the Re- 
ſtraining, and Reforming of Sinners. * 


FIRST, WE ought to Reprove the unfruit- 
ful Works of Darkneſs, by our Words. This 


Verbal Reproof may be given, either by gentle 


Aadmonitions, or by fharp Rebukes. 


1. WE ought to Admoniſh Sinners of their 
Evil Courſes. Our Saviour exhorts us, Matth. 
18. 15. To tell our Brother his fault. Hege 
aur, Admoniſh him privately, and endeavour 
to:convince him. *Tis the ſame Word which is 
usd here in the Text, iaiyxers ; Reaſon with 
Sinners; Diſpute with them ; endeavour to 
convince them of the Folly and Danger of a 
| wicked 


— 


+ Malum qui non prohibet, cum poteſt, jubet. 
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wicked Courſe; plead the Cauſe of GOD and 
Godlineſs ; baffle the Advocates of Vice; Diſ- 
cover thetr Fallacies ; calmly debate and argue 
Matters with them ; ſhew them the weakneſs of 
their pretences for Atheiſm , and Immorality, 
that you may faſten a Conviction on them, and 
get their Reaſon, and Conſcience to join with 
you, and to ingage on the fide of God and 
Virtue. 


2. WME ought ſometimes to Rebuke Profane 
Sinners ſharply ; I ſay, ſometimes; for this is a 
Duty that requires much Prudence, fit Perſons, 
and favourable Seaſons. 

MOST think themſelves either too great, 
too good, or too wiſe, to be reprov'd. Our 
Hettors imagine that they have a Priviledge to 
Drink, and Swear, and Curſe, and Scoff with- 
out Control: Such would Re/ent a Gentle Ad- 
monition, and would not fail to Revenge a ſharp 
Reproof as an intolerable and unpardonable 

ont. 

ELIHU's Queſtion, Job 34.18. I it fit to ſay to 
a King, thou art wicked: and to Princes, ye are 
ungodly ? Shews us, that Inſeriors ought to be 
careful how they bebave themſelves, towards 
their Superiors and Governors, Chriſtianity doth 
not allow us to break through the Rules of Ci- 
vility; nor can a pretence of Zeal! for GOD, 
give us a Licence to be ſawcy, and ill-manner'd. 
We may ule greater freedom with our Inferiors, 
Relations, and Familiar Friends, Levit. 19. 17. 

There are ſome Times when perſons are not 
diſpos'd to receive a Reproof, or to regard 
good Advice: As, when a Man is in the heat of 
Paſſion. If we would do good, and ſpeak 7 

wor 


16 A Sermon for the 
word in ſeaſon, we ſhould come to ſuch, as GOD 
did to Adam, in the cool of the day. 

FOR the moſt part, to Reprove Obſtinate 
hardned Sinners, is to caſt Prarls before Swine, 
Matth. 7. 6. A Repreot is like to Exaſperate, 
and args them, not to Reform them: There- 
fore, ordinarily we ſhould rot Reprove 4 Scorner, 
leſt he hate ws, Prov. 9. 8. Yet ſometimes it 
may be our Duty to Reprove even ſuch, to 
teſtity our Zeal for the Honour of GOD, and 
to Vindicate our own Reputation: But this chief - 
Iy concerns Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Parents, 
and Maſters. 

. GOD's Glory, and our Neighbours Good 
ſhould be our End, Prudence our Guide, and 
Meekneſs our Companion, in Reproving : And 
then, if thoſe who have Authority, and Oppor- 
zuity, who are not in danger of receiving Evil, 
nor without hope of doing Good, negle& to 
Reprove the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, 
they have Fellowſhip with them : if they do 
not ſhew their diſlike, they conſent and ap- 
prove. | 


SECONDLY, THERE is alſo a Kea! 
Reproof. We ought to Reprove the unfruitful 
Works of Darkneſs by our Actions. Now this 
alſo may be done Two ways, 


1. BY a Holy Life, and Exemplary Conver- 
fation. Our Light ſhould ſo ſhine before Men , 
that they may ſee our good works, and. gloriſy our 
heavenly Father, Matth. 5. 16. Good Men 
ſhould live down Sin; they ſhould be blamele/s 
and harmleſs, as the Chilaren of GOD, Phil. 
2. 15. Their Converſation ſhould be a ffand- 

| "ng 
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ing Reproof to the Vices of the Times, in which 
they live. 

THIS ſeems in a ſpecial manner to be the 
Reproof of my Text. Reprove the Works of 
Darkneſs, by the Light of your holy Examples. 
Let Heathent and Hereticks diſcern the Excellen- 
cy of your Religion, by the Purity of your Con- 
verſatlon. Let the Light of your Virtues diſ- 
cover the Odiouſneis of their Vices: This is 
like to Convince and Shame them, more than any 
Arguments or Verbal Reproofs. 


2. WE ovght ſometimes to Reprove the 
Works of Darkneſs, by Diſcovering them, and 
bringing thoſe who do them to Shame aud Pun- 
ihment, Verbal = otp would many times do 
more hurt than good; ſome are te /ow to give 
it; others too high to take it ; ſome are ſo hard- 
ned in their Sins, that ' tis like to do them no 
good ; others ſo fond of them, that they are 
like to do him that Reproves them, much hurt, 
We are told, Prov. 9. 7. He that reproveth 4 
Scorner getteth to himſelf Shame. He needleſsly 
expoſes himſelf to their Hatred, and Rage. 
What then? Muſt we do nothing for the Vin- 
dicating the Honour of GOD, and for the 
Reformation of ſuch Sinners? Yes, another 
Method is to be taken, Prov. 19. 29, Judgments 
are prepared for Scorners, and Stripes for the back 
of Fools, Thoſe who make a mock at Sin, who 
glory in their Shame, and are proof agamft all 
Admonitions and Yerbal Reproofs, ought to feel 
ſuch as are Real. Such as fin preſumptuouſly, 
in Defiance of the Laws of GOD. and Man, 
ought to be Inform d againſt and Preſecuted, Con- 
vitted and Puniſſid by the Civil Magiſtrate. 

C However 
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However Chriſtian Prudence may ſometimes 
ſeal up Private Perſons Mouths, from Reprov- 
ing Scorners, Worldly Policy, or Baſe Cowar- 
dize ſhould never bind up Magiſtrates Hands 
from puniſhing Obſtinate Offenders. GOD 
bath given Magiſtrates a Commiſſion, and put a 
Sword into their Hands, that they may be Rever- 
gers to execute wrath, Rom. 13. 4. He hath 
{ent them for the Puniſhment of evil-doers, 1 Pet. 
2- 14. If they bear the Swerd in vain, and do 
not reſtrain thoſe who make themſelves vile; if 
they judge unjuſtly, and accept the Perſons of 
the Wicked, GOD will require it And Pri- 
vate Perſons ought to Inform againſt, and Con- 
vi Offenders, that ſuch as break the Laws, 
may ſuffer puniſhment, and that others may hear, 
and fear, and do no more preſumptuouſly. 

AND thus I have done with the Firſt Gene- 
ral Head, the Explication of the Text. 


II. 


I come now to Prove that we ought to have 
no Fellowſhip wath the unfruit ful Works of Darkneſs, 


but rather to Reprove them, 


1. LOFE and Loyalty to GOD, oblige us 
to this. Hereby we ſhalt ſhew our ſelves obedi- 
ent to GOD's Commands, and Zealous for 
his Honour. We are requir'd to ſhun Familia- 
rity with Sinners, and to Reprove their Sins, 
by our Words and Actions: Now ſhall 4 Child 
of GOD hear the Name of his Heavenly Fa- 
ther profan'd by Oaths and Blaſphemies, and not 
ſhew_ his Diſlike ? Shall a Diſciple of Chriſt 
hear his Holy Religion Ridicul'd, and not be 
con- 


i. 
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concern'd at it ? Shall the Children of Wiſdom 
be Companions of Fools ? The Candidates for 
Heaven be 1atimate with the Agents ot Hell ? 
Shall thoſe who have raſted of the good Word of 
GOD, and the Powers of the World to come, hear 
the Scriptures burleſqn'd, and ſee Contempt 
caſt on Piety ; and Outrage done to all that is 
Sacred, and not be affected? What would this 
be but to betray the Cauſe of GOD, and ta 
ſtrengthen the Hands of the Wicked. 

GOD cannot but take it kindly when they 


who Profeſs his Name, eſpouſe his Cauſe : 


When they riſe up for him ag ainst evil-deers, and 
ſtand up for him againit the workers of iniquity, 
Pſal. 94. 16. When daring Sinners Conſpire 
againſt the Almighty, and with United Forces 
fight againſt Heaven: It concerns all who are 


. Liſted in Chriſt's Army, to come out from the 


Tents of theſe Men, to aſſiſt thoſe who are in- 
truſted with the Sword of Juſtice, that theſe 
Rebels againſt the Crown and Dignity of GOD, 
may receive that Recompence of Reward which 
they deſerve, | 


2. KINDNESS and Compaſſion to Sinners 
themſelves, oblige us to this. If good Men 
would ſhun the Company of the Lewd and Diſ- 
ſolute, they might come to be aſham'd of their 
Sins. Prudent, and Gentle Admonitions might 
Convince and Reform ſome, and the ſmart of 
the Rod would Aw others. Tho' Puniſhment 
ſhould not change their Principles, it would Re- 
ſtrain their Practices; and the' they ſhould ſtill 
remain privately Wicked, they would not dare 
to ſhew themſelves openly Profane. Were the 
Laws againſt * vigorouſly LO: 

2 tho' 
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tho" there might ſtill be too many Il Men, there 
would, in a ſhort time, be few I Examples. 
Drunkards would be forc'd to keep cloſe, and 
not Reel in our Streets; Oaths and Curſes 
would not be heard in our Markets and Fairs; 
the Lord u-Day would be better obſerv'd, and 
his Houſe more frequented; many would be leſs 
Vile, and ſome might become ſincerely Good ; 
we might hope to ſee our Children more Duti- 
tul and Frugal, our Servants more Induſtrious 
and Faithful. This is a high Inſtance of Cha- 
rity to ſuch as are Reproy'd, and Puniſh'd; a 
Charity to their Souls and Bodies, tending to 
their preſent Peace, and to their Eternal Hap- 
Pineſs. And O! What an Honour will it be 
to us, if we gaina Brother; fave a Soul from 
Death ; and pluck a Fire-Brand out of the Burn- 
| / 


* . 


3. LOYALTY to our Prince, and Regard 
to the Intereft of Religion, and to the Honour 
and Happineſs of the Nation, oblige us to this. 
By diſcountenancing Vice, and getting the 
Works of Darkneſs puniſh'd, we ſhall ſhew our 
ſelves the moſt «/eful Subjects, the moſt ſincere 
Proteſtants, and the moſt hearty Engliſh Men. 
This 1s the way to Eſtabliſh the Throne, to 
Maintain the Proteſtant Religion, and the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion, and to ſecure our Civil Rights 
and Liberties. | 


(1.) BY Promoting the REFORMATION OF 
A{ ANNERS, we ſhall ſhew our ſelves the moſt 
Leyal, and Uſeful Subjects We ſhall pleaſe our Gra- 
ci Queen, ſtrengthen her Kingdoms, and eſta- 
bliſh her Throne. Were her Subjects * 

an 
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and Obedient to GOD, they would be Loyal 
to her, © The Fear of GOD, (faith one) 
and living by Conſcience, are the Sinews of 
* all Government. As theſe are weakned, and 
cut off, the whole Body will languiſh and dy. 
The preventing aad puniſhing Immorality 1s 
highly neceſſary to the Publick Good. Lewd- 
neſs, and Sottiſnneſs will enervate our Strength, 
debaſe our Minds, deſtroy our Health, and 
ſpoil our Race. And what Honour, what Com- 
ort can it be to a Virtuous Prince, to Rule o- 
ver ſuch Subjects? But were we become Sober, 
and Virtuous, we ſhould quickly grow more 
healthy, valiant and hardy, fitter for Labour, 
and better able to bear the Fatigues of War. 
By this means we ſhould become more ſervice- 
able to our Sovereign, and to our Country, at 
home and abroad, in Peace and War. 

HOW little ſtreſs will our Wiſe, and Vir- 
tuous Queen lay upon the Precarious Loyalty of a 
Drunking, Whoreing, Damning Crew, whoſe 
Debaucheries diſpoſe them to he Practis d upon 
by Her (and the Nation's) Enemies, In vain do 
they pretend Loyal to the Queen, who live in 
open Rebellion againit GOD. 


(2.) OUR becoming Virtuous and Pious is 
the beſt Means to Maintain the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion; and to ſecure 
both our Civil and Religious Liberties, The pro- 
moting the REFORMATION OF MAN- 
NE RS, is the way to render England a firm 
Bulwark to the Proteſtant Intereſt. We need not 
be afraid of the Return of Popery, unleſs it 
come in by the Back-door of Profaneneſs: Nor 


need we dread our Enemies en t'other fide the 
| Water, 


* 2 


22 A Sermon for the 


Water, if our own YVices and Diviſions do not 


invite them over. Were we Reforn?d, and O- 


nited, the Papifts and Jacobites would ſoon give 
up their Cauſe as deſperate. 

THOSE who would introduce Popery and 
Slavery among us, endeavour to Divide, and to 
Debauch us; they know, that they who have no 
Religion, will readily comply with what is up- 
permoſt, and eaſily be Preſelyted to that, which 
is moſt tavourable to their Luſts: And a De- 
bauch'd Generation are fit to ſerve the Arbitra- 
ry Luſts of Tyrants. We have ſeen Diviſions 
fomented, one Party of Proteſtants Play d againſt 
another; and Profaneneſs encourag'd and pro- 
moted. How have the Papi/ts who kindled 
theſe Fires amougſt us, warm'd themſelves at 
them; and laugh'd at our Folly, who by our 
Fends and Animoſities kave weakned the Refor- 
med Inter}, and given them an opportunity of 
gaining Proſelytes to themſelves. | Few Prote- 
ftants or Engliſhmen can forget how ſucceſsful 
theſe Methods were; and in what a fair way the 
Enemies of our Religion and our Liberties 
were, to accompliſh their Deſigns, before the 
late Ke volution. Had not a Providence equally 
wonder ſul and merciſul prevented, we have rea- 
fon to conclade, that by this time, we had been 
as miſerable as the Proteſtants in France and 
Hungary 

WE have reaſon to Bleſs G OD for put- 
ting it into the Qzeer's Heart, to Exhort her 
Subjects, with all Earneſtneſs, to Peace and UV- 
nion among themſelves; and to ſet forth her 
Preclamations for the Suppreſſing of Vice and Im- 
marality, But how little Regard do they ſhew 
to either, who make it their buſineſs to inflame 

our 
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our Differences, and widen our Breaches; 
who oppoſe all attempts for“ Reformation, 
and ridicule ſuch as dare oppoſe the Lewdneſy 
and Profaneneſs of the' Age; who Write, and 
Act as if they were poſleſs'd by ſome Contents- 
ous and Impure Spirit ? | 
WHEN the Governoxrs (f the Church are 
Lampoon'das I Heads of a Faction, and Cenſur'd 
as Betrayers of the Church, of which they are 
the Glen, and (under GOD) the great S- 
port; when Moderation is made a Vice, and 
Charity, to a Peaceable Diſſenter, a Mark of 
an Enemy to the Church; when the Queen's Su- 
premacy is undermin'd ; the“ Caſſandrian Deſign 
reviv'd; Reconciliation with the Galicer 
Church eagerly deſir d; the Bloody Flag hung 
out againſt Proteſtant Difſenters ||; tis no hard 
matter to conjecture which way ſome are driv- 


ing. 

WHEN the late King William, and Queen 
Mary of Glorious Memory, with Arch-Biſhop 
Tillotſon, are repreſented as carrying on a dan- 
gerous Plot againſt the Church of England (a); 
Proteſtant Diſſenters branded as many Degrees 
more formidable than (b) Tapiſts; accuſed for 
Burning London (c) in 66; the Reformation of 

| Religion 


n 


* Plain Engliſh made plainer, Preface p. 3, 4. 

Þ Fattian diſplay d, p. 4 7. Vid. Regale. 

Il Their good friend Mr. 8a -I after he hath gi- 
ven them the ſweet Title of Practical Atheiſts, 3 

willing to ſend them to a Goal, a Scaffold, and the 

Gallows in this World, and to the Devil in the other, 

Aſſueze Serm. p. 32, 33. 


(4) Wolf Serept, p. 32, 33. (Up. 25. (c) p. 19. 
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Religion (4) traduc'd; the French King com- 
mended for ridding his Country of the (e) Hu- 
gonots;, the Popiſh Sham-Plors, fi om the Reſtor a- 
tion, to the Revolation, (/) new vamp'd, on 
purpoſe to render ſuch odious, as are not fond 
of Latine Prayers, and Wooden Shoots; and the 
Biſhops made ſince the Revolution, accus'd as 


.guilty of a Damnable (g) Schiſm: One may, 


without much of Caſſandra's Gift, foretel what, 
Work ſuch would be at, and what Friends they 
would ſhew themſelves both to Church and State, 
as by Law Eſtabliſh'd, were their Power equal 
to their Mi. 

"BUT as our Vices and Contentions weaken 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, and gratity thoſe who 
would ſubject us to France and Rome; ſo were 
vie Reform d, and intirely United at home, the 
Enemies, to our Religion and Liberties, and to 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, would have no Hope; no 


Encouragement left them. 


' (3,) THE Promoting the RKEFOR MATT 
ON OF M ANNERS is the beſt way to ſe- 

cure the Honour and Happineſs of the Nation, 

Sin is a, Reproach to any People, Prov. 14. 34 
Immorality hath a Natural Tendency to bring 
Contempt and Ruin upon a Nation: And Na- 
tional Sins often pull dowm National Judg» 
ments. A Debauch'd Nation will not long 
make any conſiderable Figure in the World : 
But where Virtue and Piety flouriſh, they ren- 
der a People Great and Honourable. Our 
| _grow- 


ac. 


CEE” 


elf Stripr. (d) p. 35. (e) p. 28. () p-18,19- 
42. &c. (g/ De nap. Schiſm. Angl, Paren,ad Exter. 
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growing  Virtuous and Religious would pro- 
cure us Eſteem and Reputation among our Alles 
and make us appear Formidable to our Enemies. 
Were our Manners Reſorm d, our Rel ifs Diffe- 
rences and Party-Quarrels would foon be at an 
end; and Her Majeſty would obtain her Deſire 
of ſeemg no Contention among us, but who ſhall 
moſt promote the Publick Welfare. Did the Eng- 
liſh Sobriety, Frugality, Juſtice, and Honeſty 
once Revive, how ſoon would the Engliſh Ho- 
nour be retriev d? | 


(4-) THIS would be a means to Propagate 
Piety and Virtue to Poſterity, to prevent the Cor- 
ruption and Ruine of the Riſing Generation, 
and to leave behind us a Sober, Healthy, and 
Valiant Race. For ſome Generations paſt we 
have been growing worſe and worſe : "Tis time 
for us to conſult the good of Poſterity,and to en- 
deayour to leave the Nation Wiſer and better 
than we found it. 

DID Pious and Virtuous Perſons avoid the 
Company of the Profane,and did all in their ſe- 
veral Stations reprove the Works of Darkneſs, 
and vigorouſlyProſecute Impudent andObſtinate 
Sinners, Sin would be diſgrac'd, and be put out 
of Countenance; Swearing and Curſing would 
no longer be thought Genteel and Modiſh; the 
Works of Darkneſs would ſneak into corners, 
and ſeek for lurking holes: And (to uſe the 
Words of a very great 
»Man) © If Vice had Dr. John Sharp a 
once an ill name in Arch Bp. of York, Faſt 
„the World; was Serm. Ap. 1 1. 1679. p.38. 
once generally ſtig- . -- 

* matiz'd with Reproach and Ignominy, it 
D would 


oe 
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„would quickly loſe its Empire, and Thou- 
& (ſands that are now the Slaves of it, would 
* become Proſelytes to Virtue. 

BY this means alſo Notorious Sinners would 
appear a ſmall and deſpicable Party. Were 
Lewd and Profane Wretches ſhun'd, as the Peſts 
of Humane Society; and were it Scandalons to 
keep them company, how ſoon ſhould we find 
the Bullies and Hectors of the Age Creſt-fal- 
Ten? Tt others were aſham'd of them, this 
might make them aſham'd of their Wickedneſs, 
and reclaim them to Sobriety and Virtue. Were 
the Pœval Laws againſt Profaneneſs and Immora- 
lity vigorouſly proſecuted, we might hope in a 
ſhort time to ſee Drunkards gaz'd on, and Pro- 
fane Swearers hooted at. Did People of Rank 
and Quality heartily ingage in the Cauſe of Re- 
formation; would they ſhew themſelves Exam- 
ples and Patrons of Virtue, and Terrors to 
Evil-doers : this wonld bring Religion into Cre- 
dit and Faſhion, and make its Enemies appear 
little and inconſiderable. | 
. THIS Doctrine which I have deliver'd, is, 1 
know, liable to ſeveral Objettions, There are 
many Pleas againſt ſnunning the Company of 
Scandalous 'Sinners, and more againſt Reprov- 
ing them, Informing againſt them and Proſe- 
cuting them: Give me leave to conſider ſome 
of them. 


I. OBJECTION. 


9 


would you have me be a Buſie body in 
others Matters? What have I to do to concern 
my ſelf with others Words or Actions? They 
are no Bodies "Foes but their own. "Ry 
, mu 
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muſt Anſwer for themſelves; therefore I am 
for leaving them to GOD. 


ANSWER. 


THIS is juſt Caiz*s Language, Cen. 4.9. Am 
1 my Brother's Keeper ? I don't perſuade you to 
pry into the Retirements of your Neighbours, 
or to meddle with the private Affairs of Fami- 
lies, which do not concern you: But, if you 
be Chriſtians indeed, you are oblig'd to vindi- 
cate the Honour of GOD. Can you hear your 
Heavenly Father Blaſphem'd, and not take his 
part? Will you ſee all that is Serious and Sacred 
run down, and not appear for it? Beſides, have 
you no Pity for your Brother's Soul? Will you 
ſee him run into the Fire, and not pluck him 
out ? Will you do nothing to prevent him from 
wounding, ſtabbing, damning himſelf ? 


II. OBJECTION. 
WOULD you have me turn Informer. 
ANSWER. 


YES, againſt Profane Sinners, who affront 
GOD, and are pulling down Judgments upon 
the Nation : Not againſt ſerious peaceable Chri- 
ſtians, for Worſhiping GOD, according to 
their Conſciences; As in Queen Mary's Reign, 
* Informers againſt the poor Proteſtants, that 
* were praying in their Cloſet, and reading 
© their Bibles in a Corner, to help hale them 
into Priſons, and thruſt them into Flames; 
& were the Curſed Inſtrumeats of Cruelty and 

, D 2 Wrath 
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& Wrath; were the Fiends Incarnate; were 
* the Accuſers, and the Deſtroyers of their Bre- 
„ thren. And in any other Age, when Proſe- 
* cuting for Religion, has been made a Politica! 
& Trick, todivide and to weaken the Intereſt of 
© the Reformation. D. White Kennet's Re- 
formation Sermon, p. 30, 31. Such Informer: as 
theſe were juſtly Odious. But for a Pious Per- 
fon, © When he hears his Neighbour Swear, 
« Blaſpheme the Name of GOD, or ſees him 
* Offend in Drunkneſs, or Prophanation of the 
* Lord's Day, to give the Magiſtrate notice of 
* it: In ſuch a caſe (faith the Arch-Biſhop of 
Canter bury in his Circular Letter, April 4. 1699. 
p. 5.) to be calld an Irformer, will be fo far 
* from making any Man Odious in the judg- 
* ment of Sober Perſons, that it will tend to 
* his Honour, when he makes it appear by his 
* vnblamable Behaviour, and the Care that he 
« takes of himſelf and Family, that he doth it- 
« purely for the Glory of GOD and the Good 
of his Brethren. 


Il. OBJECTION. 


IF I am ſhy of the Company of ſome, who 
are none of the beſt, I ſhall be accounted Sing- 
lar andPreciſe, Clowniſh and Rude, without 
good Nature or good Manners : much more, if 

Inform againſt them, and Convict them. 


ANSWER. 


| AS to the former Charge, There is a Sober 

Singularity, which is a Duty, and an Honour, 

Exod. 23. 2. Thou ſhalt not follow a multit ade to * 
| EVIL, 
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evil, Epheſ. 5.15. See then that ye walk Circum- 
ſpeftly. There is allo an AMfected, Phariſaical 
Singularity, when Perſons pride themſelves in 
ſome odd Notions ; diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
others, in Innocent Cuſtoms; place much of 
their Religion in abſtaining from ſuch Decent 
Habits, Geſtures, and Sulutations as are in com- 
mon uſe; and think they have higher Attain- 
ments than others, becauſe they have got ſome 
ſtrange Whimſies, and uncouth Phraſes; Such 
Preciſe People harden Profane Wretches in 
their Opinion, that Religion it ſelf is nothing 
but Humour and Fancy, when they ſee thoſe 
High Pretenders to it, ſo Nice and Squeamiſh, 
ſo Humourſom and Fantaſtical. All that are 
truly Good ſhould avoid this latter Smpularity, 
and they need not be aſham'd of the former. In 
Lawful and warrantable matters we may do as 
the reſt of Men do: But we muſt not wallom 11 
the Aire, nor Defile our ſelves wich the Read 
Corruptions of the Time, in which we live, and 
the Perſons with whom we Converſe, to eſcape 
the Laſh of their Tongues; nor wound our 
Conſciences, to preſerve our Reputation. Bet- 
ter be Scofft at, andRevil'd for our Singularity, 
than expoſe our ſelves to the Wrath of GOD, 
and the bitter Reflections of our own Minds, 
by running with others to the ſame exceſs of Rior. 
*T1s an Honour to appear on GO D's ſide, and 
to ſtand in the Gap againft Profaneneſs, tho 
we ſtand there alone. 

AS to the Charge of Rudeneſs, and I Man- 
ners; in Indifferent Matters we ought to be Civil, 
Obliging, and Complaiſant - But where the Ho- 
nour of GOD, and the Peace and Purity of 
our Conſciences are concern'd, this Civility hath 

no 
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no room. *Tis better to be held Uncivil, than 
be Ungodly , it is far better Manners to Offend 
Men, if they will be Offended with us for do- 
ing our Duty, than to Affront GOD, by hav- 
ing fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of Darkneſ.. 
« It were a ſilly Courteſie for a Man to wait on 
& his Company to Hel; a wild point of Gallan- 
* try to be Damm d in complaiſance. Dr. Bar- 
row, Vel. 3. Sermon 35. p. 337. 


IV. OBJECTION. 


THIS is the way to be look d upon as Diſ- 
affected to the Church, and to the Government. 


ANSWER. 


BY none who are Friends to either. The 
Queen's Proclamations plainly ſhew us her Senti- 
ments. She declares her Royal Purpoſe 
« and Reſolution, to diſcountenance, and pu- 
& niſh all manner of Vice, Prophaneneſs, and Im- 
« morality in all Perſons, of whatſoever Degree, 
« or Qzality; and to diſtinguiſh Virtuous Per- 
« ſons by Marks of her Royal Favour, requir- 
« ing the Execution of all Laws againſt Drink- 
© ing, Blaſphemy, Prophane Swearing and Curſing, 
& Prophanation of the Lord's Day, and for ſup- 
4 preęſſing all Baudy Houſes, Gaming Houſes, and 
* other diſorderly Houſes, as the Magiſtrates 
& will be anſwerable for the ill Conſequences 
of their Neglect therein. 

SEVERAL of the Judges and the Lord: 
Spiritual and Temporal have Recommended The 
REFORMATION OF MANNERS asa 


Deſigo, © $o truely Great and Noble, fo * 
or 


— 
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for the Honour of GOD, the Advancs- 
« ment of Piety and Virtue, and the Publick 
Good both of Church and State, that it cannot 
fail of being approved by all Good Men. Ac- 
count of the Societies for Reformation of Manners. 

THE Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury in his Cir- 
cular Letter of April the 4th, 1699. calls the 
whole Province to it: And the Biſhops in their 
FViſitations, and Sermons before the Societies for 
Reformation, have done much to Encourage and 
Promote it. 

YOU may be Reproach'd by ſome Looſe 
Bigots, as Fattious and Fanatical, as Perſons of 
Rebellous or Republican Principles: But how lit- 
tle are their Cenſures to be regarded, whoſe 
Commendations would be a Scandal ? What 
thoughts the Greateſt Men in the Church have 
of ſuch Looſe Zealots, the Arch-Biſhop of York 
informs us, in his Faf-Sermon before the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, April 11. 1679, 

EF l be a Member of the Church of England, 
«© am too often apt to think my ſelf in a fair 
« way to Heaven, if I be but Stout for the 
& Church, and Zealous againſt the Sectaries, and 
* punctual in obſerving the Ceremonies of the 
* Liturgy, and now and then come to the Sacra- 
ment; tho' it may be I have nothing of the 
true Life and Spirit of Chriſtianity in me, no- 
thing of that Sobriety, and Meekneſs, and 
* Charity, and inward Devorion that our Savi- 
* yiour doth indiſpenſably require of all his 
Followers. 

NAV ſo far from that, it may be, I think 
« *tis no matter how 1 live, if I be but a good 
* Subjeft to the King, and a true Son of the 
church. Nay, it is well if Idon't go further, 


8 
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eit is well if I don't make Vice and Debauchery 
* an eſſential Character of a Man that is right 
* in his Principles; it is well if I don't Brand 
© Seriouſneſs of Converſation, and à Care of ones 
* Words and Actions with the Name of Pha- 
& naticiſm; and Reproach every one as a Puri- 
tan, that will not Swear and Drink, and take 
« thoſe unchriſtian Liberties that Ido. 

—— © HOW. our Brethren of the Seperation 
« will diſpoſe of their Members, that are of 
« this Temper, I know not ; but as toall thoſe 
« that pretend to be of our Communion, and 
« yet live Scandalous Lives, and think that 
« their owning themfelves Sons of the Church 
cc will make Atonement for their Immoralities : 
ce It is to be fear d they have done us more hurt 
« than ever they will do us good. And unleſs 
«& they would Reform, it may perhaps be wiſh- 
« ed that we were rid of them: Let them de- 
« clare themſelves Fanatic ls, Papiſts, any thing, 
« rather than Members of the Church of England. 


III. 


proceed to the laſt thing Propos'd, which 
is to make ſome APPLICATION. E 
I beſeech you all to ſuffer the Word of Ex hor- 
tation, Bear with me in being Plain with you, 
to put you in remembrance of, and ſtir you up 
to the Duties of the Text. The Pulpit is no 
Place to flatter and Dawb in: nor is it fit to be 
Meal-mouth'd in the Cauſe of GOD. I deſire 
to ſpeak the Words of Truth, and Soberneſs, 
and hope no ſeaſonable and neceſſary Truth will 
he unacceptable, nor will any here think me his 
Enemy for telling him the Truth. © 
Wa | SIRS, 
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SIRS, 'Tis your Honour to be ingag d in this 
Work, to Diſcountenance, Diſcover, and Re- 
prove the unfruitſul Works of Darkneſs. Be not 
weary of Well-doing : Hold on your way : Be 
content with the Approbation of God, and 
your own Conſciences : Whatever Diſcourage- 
ments you meet with, whatever Reproaches you 

aſs under. Tis better bear the Reproaches of 

en for the faithful diſcharge of your Duty,than 

to have your own Hearts Reproach you for ne- 
glecting it. | | 

GIVE meleave to Addreſs my ſelf both to 
Magiſtrates, and to Private Perſons. 


1. YOU chat are Magiſtrates, be Exhorted to 
your Duty, to the Dzties of the Text. 


(i.) HAVE no Fellonjhip with the Unfruitfal 
Works of Darkneſs. Shun intimate Converſe and 
Familiarity with Notorious Sinners. Be not 
Companions of Fools ;, neither ſit in the Seat of the 
Scorners, You may Converſe and Trade with 
them; but be not intimate with them; neither 
make God's open Enemies your Boſom-Friends. 
Delight in the Excellent of the Earth. Value and 
Encourage thoſe who have the Image of GOD ; 
who arc Holy, Humble, and Serious. Do what 
you can to diſcountenance and diſcredit Sin.Ex- 
ert your Power and Authority for the Honour 
of God. Do not connive at the Afronrs offer- 
ed to the Almighty, and the Contempt caſt upon 
Religion, Be not Partakers of other Mens Sins, nor 
frengthen the Hands of the Wicked, by affording 
them your Freſence when they do Evil. 


E (2.) Reprove 
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(2.) Reprove the Unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, 
both by your Words and Actions. 


Fr#, BY WORDS. Endeavour to Con- 
vince ſuch as openly Diſhonour GOD, of the 
Evil, and Folly of what they do: to Gain them 
by Kind and Gentle Admonitions, or to Reſtrain 
them by more ſharp Rebukes. Diſgrace Sin, 
without Exaſperating the Sinner. Diſcreet 
and Seaſonable Reproof from the Mouth of a Aa- 
giſtrate, may have a very good Effect. Plead 
the Cauſe of GOD againſt Profaneneſs; and 
do not Betray his Honour by your Silence 
Some, if Reprov'd, Rage the more: If you 
can't Convince ſuch by your Arguments, nor Si- 
lence them by your Authority, leave their Com- 
pany. Do not caſt away your Reproofs, where 
they are like to occaſion more Sin, and to do 
no good. 


Secondly, REPROVE Sinners by your ACTI- 
ONS. As you are above others in Place and 
Power, fo be Exemplary for Piety and Virtue. 
You are ſet on high : Many Eyes are you : 
Let your Converſation be bright and ſhining, 
*Twill be but a poor and low Commendation for 
you to be free from Scandalous Vices : For Peo- 
ple of the Corparation to ſay, our Mayer, our 
Juſtices, our Aldermen are no Drunkards, no A- 
dulterers, no Swearers, no Scoffers at Religion: 
Tis expected that you be Eminently Chaſt and 
Sober, Juſt and Pious ; that your Speech be al- 
way with Grace, your Converſation Honeſt, and 
yon Blameleſs and Harmleſ; Thus you may Re- 
ſtrain the Prophane and Vicious, by your Au- 
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thority from doing Evil, and invite them by 
your Example to do Well. 

WALK before GOD in Holineſs, and 
Righteouſueſs. Abſtain from all appearance of 
Evil; and live as much as you can, not only 
without Crime, but without Spicion. Be 4 
Terrour to evil-doers, and a Praiſe to them that do 
well, Incourage Virtue, and heartily Promote 
Piety. Do what you can to Revive Practical 
Chriftianity, which is in a Declining Languiſhing 
Condition. 

BE Examples of Piety in your Families, RE- 
folve with Joſhua, that you, and yours will ſerve 
the Lord. Begin the Work of Reformation at 
Home. Reſt not in a Form of Godlineſs ; nei- 
ther confine Religion to the Publick Exerciſes of 
it: But be Holy in all manner of Converſation. 

SIRS, GOD hath put the Sword inte your 
Hands; uſe it for him. Do your utmoſt to 
Shame daring impudent Sinners, and to bring 
the Incorrigible to Puniſhment. Be Faithful, 
Ready, and Couragious in the Diſcharge of 
your Duty, and True to yoar Oaths, that you 
may Anſwer the Expectation of GOD and 
Man. Let nothing of Self obſtruct the Courſe of 
Juſtice, but Judge without Reſpect of Perſons. As 
to your putting the Laws in Execution againſt 
Vice and Immorality ; I may ſpeak to you in the 
Words of the Jews to Ezra, Ch. 10. 4. Ariſe, 
this matter belowgs to you. And O that every 
one here preſent would add ! We alſo wil! be with 
you : Be of good Courage, and do it, | 


2. I have a few Words alſo to thoſe in a Pri. 


vate Station. 
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(i.) CONSCIENTIOUSLY Reform your 
ſelves, if you wauld with Succeſs attempt the Refor- 
mation of others, Do not regard Iniguity in your 
Hearts, nor connive at it in your Houſes. Be 
not Moles at home, when you are Eagles abroad. 
Before you go to pluck Motes out of your Bro- 
thers Eye, caſt the Beam out of your own. Be 
zealous for God, and the Great Things of Religi- 
en; not for Fancies, or the Petty Intereſts of Par- 
ties, Tis not our Zeal for, or againft, Ceremo- 
niet; tis not our being of this or that Opinion, 
as to Contreverted Modes; tis not a ſtrict Ob- 
ſervation of Rituals, or an exact Conformity to 
Poſitive Injunctions, with reſpect to the Exter- 
nals of Divine Worſhip, that will pleaſe God, 
credit our Profeſſion, or ſecure us from the Cen- 
ſures of our Enemies, or the Reflections of our 
Confciences, if we be Looſe and Corrupt in our 
Mor als. 

THIS was the great Honour of the Primi- 
tive Chriftians, and that which procured them 
Eſteem and Reſpe& from their very Enemies; 
That how odd ſoever they thought them in their 
Opinions, how ever ſingular in their way of 
Worſhip, yet they ſaw them Blamele/s and Un- 
ſpotted in their Lives. While the Primitive 
Simplicity and Purity continued, what a migh- 
ty Progreſs did Chriſtianity make in the World? 

ut when Chriſtians. grew looſe and careleſs ; 
when Church-Tyranny began to ſupplant Goſ- 
_ pel-Sumplicity ; when the Clergy, inſtead of ex- 
etciſing Godly Diſcipline, and minding the Paſto- 
ral Care *, ſtudied Court Intrigues, and thirſted 


* * Conftantins ſeculo, Eccleſia quo plus libertatis, eo 
eyam plus babuit ambitienis; de Martyriis ſecuri, Ti- 
aras & Diademara ambire cœperunt. Morn, de Ecoleſ, 
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after Secular Grandeur ; when Morality was al- 
moſt wholly diſpens'd with, and the whole of 
Religion, in a manner, was plac'd in the ſtri& 
Obſervation of Rituals; when far greater Streſs 
was laid on Confeſſion and Penance, on Croſſings 
Chriſm, Holy Water, and ſuch like Formalities, 
than on a Holy Life; no wonder that the Mouths 
of Heathens were opened againſt ſuch degenerate 
Chriſtians. Julian the Apoſtate ſeverely laſhes 
them in his Ceſars, * where he repreſents his 
Uncle Conſtamine conducted by the Goddeſs Ef- 
feminacy to her Siſter Debauchery, and his Son 
Conſtantius making this Proclamation : * Who- 
« ever hath been guilty of Rapes, Murders, or 
« any other Impurity or Villany, let him be of 
4 good cheer and come hither ; with this Wa- 
* ter I'll undertake forthwith to make him clean: 
« And if he repeat theſe Crimes, let him ſmite 
* his Breaſt, and ſtrike his Head, and I'll war- 
rant him pure and innocent. It could not but 
diſguſt Julian to hear the Clergy extol thoſe as 
Saints who had murder id his Father, Uncle, Bro- 
ther, and almoſt his whole Family. The Hy- 
pocriſy, Ambition, and Rage of the Biſhops, 
and the Factions which they made among the 
People, who often times at Elections Maſſacred 
one another, no doubt increas d his Prejudices 
againſt Chriſtianity: And it confirm'd him in 
his Apoſtacy, when, as the Hifterian tells us, f 
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* "Ocus glogeus, ors A,)ꝛUö O-, dc Aννl-e x, ge- 
Abe, Ir Vappay, Smpays Þ auny TeTuI 76 ddr 
Aucag avTiEg xl apy. ua. 

1 Nullas iofeſtas hominibus beſtias, ur ſunt fibi fera- 
— pleriq; Chriſtianorum expertus. amm. Marcel. 
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He found many of the Chriſtians more fierce and cru- 
el one againit another, than the mot Savage Beaſt: 
are againſt Men. 


(2.) CHEERFULLY andreadily aſſiſt your 
Adagiſtrates. Be faithful to GOD and Con- 
ſcience in Inſorming againſt open and obſtinate 
Sinners. Endeavour to get them reſtrain'd by 
Puniſhments, who will not be won by Admoni- 
tions. | 


(3.) BE at Peace a your ſelves. You 
who are join'd together in this good deſign, for 
the Glory of G OD, and the geod of the Town 
and Country; while you are fighting again Sin, 
do not bite and devour one another. While you 
are Reproving the wnfruitful Works of Darkneſs, do 
not uncharitably Cenſure each other. Let not 
your different apprehenſions about the Fringes 
of Religion, create any miſ-underſtanding be- 
tween you, or abate your Zeal againſt Profane- 
neſs and Immorality. Wherein you are agreed, 
walk by the ſame Rule; in leſſer matters, bear 
with one another. Do not confine your Charay 
to a Party. While the Enemies of the Govern- 
ment, of the Proteſtant Religion, and Proteſt ant 
Succeſſion make it their buſineſs to Foment Divi- 
ſions, and widen Breaches; while they join 
with the Profane in decrying all Societies for Re- 
formation of Manners, as Þ+ Seminaries of Sedition, 
and Nurſeries of Faction: Let your Loyalty and 
Peaceableneſs, your Moderation and Union 5 
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feat the Deſigns, and put to ſilence the Igno- 
rance of ſuch Fooliſh Men. 

* WHILE we were under the Melancholy 
** Apprehenſion of loſeing our Religion, and of 
«« ſuffering in a ſhort time for it, thofe who Dif- 
«« fered in Opinion, began to be more United 
in Affection, and to have more Charity for 
each other; and Healing Diſcowrſes, both from 
the Palpit and the Preſs, grew much in Faſhi- 
«* on; and Moderation was become all the Mode. 
And in this reſpect, the laſt Year of Kg 
« James's Reign, I thought was the moſt com- 
ce fortable Year that ever fell within my Memo- 
« ry. Butalas! When was the Breach wider 
© than *tis now again? Now nothing of Con- 
« deſcenkon, in order to an Agreement upon 
«© Tolerable Terms, will be liſtned to by the 
G 0 fear) far Major Part on either ſide; no, not 
« ſo much as to the ſatisfying each others very 
« juſt Demands: And Men of Healing and Ge- 
« neroxs Principles, and whoſe Names have been 
« ſufficiently Wounded for their Moderation, 
and made Betrayers of the Church, or of the 
© Government, begin again to be abus d as much 
« as ever. Tis matter of Amazement, that 
© ſo many Years Experience ſhould Convince ſo 
- very few of the moſt Pergicious ro ” Bi- 
« gotry, a ſtingy Narrowneſs, upyiclding and in- 
A flexible Sriffne/s, aud furious Zeal, to both 
“ Church and State. Tis an aſtoniſhing thing, 
« that at this time of day, any of us ſhou 
need being fully ſatisfy'd, that if ever again 
* we be made a Happy Church, or a Settled 
« Kate, tis Coe ODERATION, and 
Mutual Condeſcenſion in Unneceſſary and Jucan- 
> ſider able things, that, by the Bleſling of SS 
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11. 8. Ap. 16. 1690. p. 28. 29. 


(4. ) REST not in Outward Reformation, but 
Took after Inward Regeneration. You may make a 
fair ſhew before Men, and yet be odious in the 
ſight of GOD. While your Light fhines before 
Men, ſee that your Hearts be right with GOD; 
leaft while Men appland you as Zealous Refor- 
mers, Conſcience accuſe you, and GOD reject 
you as rotten Hypocrites. While you would bring 
others to lead a New Life, be not you your 
ſelves Strangers to the New Birth. 


TO exciteall to Diligence and Perſeverance 
in the Daries of the Text, | 


1 CONSIDER bo they are whom you ought 
to have no fellowſhip with: They are the Chilaren 
of Diſobedience;, Slaves to the Prince of Dark- 
neſs; ſuch as eſpouſe the Devils Cauſe, and 
fight his Battles. You ace not perſwaded to 
Inform againſt any but Lewd, Debauch'd and Ob- 
finate Sinners; ſuch as provoke GOD, and 
are pulling down Judgments upon the Land, 


2. CONSIDER for what you are to Reprove 
them. Tis for the unfruitful Works of Dark 
neſs, their baſe and hurtful Vices ; whoſe Fruit 
is preſent Shame, and without Repentance Eter- 
nal Death. Y 


3. CONSIDER what you Profeſs your ſelves 
to he, and what you are oblig'd to by your Baptiſm. 
You are Light in the Lord; and what Communion 
hath Light with Darkneſs ? You have _ the 

| ame 


Reformation of Manners. 41 


Name of Chriſt, are Liſted. in his Army, and 

oblig'd to Fight under his Banner. Can you be 

Loyal to your Frince, Faithful to the Captain of 
eur Salvation, and yet have Fellowſhip with his 
ne mies? 5 


4. CONSIDER who are with yw. You are 
on GOD's ſide: And if you fincerely aim at 
his Glory, what ever Oppoſition you meet 
with, your honeſt and faithful Endeavours ſhall 
be accepted and rewarded. The Lord is with you, 
if you be with bim, 2 Chron. 15. 2. Ard if 

GOD be for you, no matter who is againft you, 
IHE Avgels of Heaven, aud all ſincerely Good 
Men on Earth are with you. The Queen, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, the Judges, the 
Lawsof GOD and of the Land are with you. 
Many Prayers are put up to GOD tor you, 
and others ingag'd in this good Work. Good 
Magiſtrates, good Miniſters, and good Chriſtians 
wiſh you Succeſs, and Bleſs you in the Name of the 
Lord. And as you have the Help of ſome, and 
the Prayers of all good Men; ſo you have the 
Conſciences of many bad Men with you, who can- 
not but approve of what they Hate and Dread. 


5- CONSIDER h Oppoſe you : They are 
many, and ſome of them Mighty. The Devil 
and the Prophane, the Enemies to the Queen, to 
the Proteſtant Religion, and Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
and to the Union and Welfare of her Majeſties 
Subjects. The Devil is a ſtrong and malicious 
Enemy. His Vaſſals are ready to Sacrifice their. 
Lives and Fortunes, yea their very Souls in his 
Cayſe : But this Tyrant is caſt down, this Uſur- 
per is in Chains. His * Slaves are afraid 
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to ſee him, and aſham'd to own him. The 

Lewd and Prophane are ingag'd in a bad Cauſe : 

They ficht againſt GOD and againſt their 

own Conſciences. Ariſe therefore, Be of good 

Courage and play the Men, for GOD and Reli- 

gion, for the welfare of the Nation, and the 
benefit of Poſterity. | 


''6. CONSIDER how great things GOD 
hath done, and what loud Call he hath given the 
Nation, and you in particular, to be hearty and 
diligent in this Work. G0 D hath delivered us 
aut of the hands of our Enemies, that we might 
ſerve him our ſelves, and ingage others to do the 
fame. Plots have been diſcover'd, Armies and 
Navies defeated , Religion Eſtabliſh'd , Civil 
Righrs and Liberties ſecur'd, and the Succeſſion 
ſettled: And doth not GOD, when he be- 
— Mercy and Deliverance, look for Holi- 
nets : as. | 
AGAIN, what loud Calls hath G OD given 
us to Repent'our ſelves, and to promote the Re- 
formation of others? His Judgments upon us 
ſhould teach us Righteouſneſs. The Death of the 
late Queen, of the Duke of Glonceſter, and of 
King William, 1n a few years together ; the pre- 
fent Way; the late Dreadful Storm; the Perſecu- 
tion of the Proteſtants in France, the Principa- 
lity of Orange, Hungaty, Tranſylvania, the Pa- 
latinate, &c. The Diviſions at home; the De- 
cay of the Power of Godlineſs, and the loſs of 
our ancient Srictneſt, Plainneſi, and Simplicity. 
VE further, Conſider what great things 
God hath done for your Town, * what loud 
Calls he hath given you to appear for his Honour 
and Intereſt, Need I tell you, how your = 
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hath been noted for Religion? This, Ipreſume, 
you ate ſenſible of, and, it may be, ſome of you 
too much glory in. Should I put you in mind 
what Means and Helps for your Souls you have 
enjoy'd? What burning and ſhining Lights God 
hath ſet up among you ? Should I recount your 
former or latter Dangers and Deliverances, and 
call to your remembrance the wonderful Ap- 
pearance of God for you, that when others were 
deftroy'd, you were as Fire-brawdz pluck'd out of 
the Burning ? | | | 

SIRS, God and Man expect more from you 


than from others; take heed you do not 7 
. 2 


int them. Beware of Degenerating, of lo 
ing your firſt Love. Your Miniſters in the Pul- 


pit Exhort you, and your Magiſtrates on the 


Bench Encourage you, to Reprove the Works of 
Darkneſs; and will you turn the deaf Ear to all? 
LET the Honour of God excite your Zeal ; 
the Impudence of Sinners ſhame you out of your 
Sloth and Newtrality ; let the Vows of God in- 
gage You, and his Calls awaken you; let the 
Intereſt of Religion, and of the Nation, pre- 
vail with you: Vigorouſly oppoſe the Stream, 
and do what you can to ſtem the Tide of Athe- 
iſm, Prefaneneſs, and Lewdneſs, whichare break- 
ing in upon us. When the Calamity is grown 
ſo great, and the Danger ſo near, tis no time 
to ſtand Venter ; for he that is not Active in op- 
poſing Vice, may juſtly be eſteem d a Traytor to 
Virtue." | 
Oh! that all, Mayg:ftrates and Private Perſons, 


would heartily Unite in this Work; that by 


your Exemplary Piety, and Zeal againſt Sin, 

you would render your ſelves Honourable in the 

Eyes of all round about you; that your 7. _ 
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which lies in a Valley, not to be ſeen by Travel- 
lers until they are juſt come upon it, may, by the 
Unity, Charity, and Virtus of its Inhabitants, 

me as famous and illuſtrious as 4 City ſet on 4 
Hill, which'cannot be hid. s 


FO conclude: Flay you walk fuitably to 
our Profeſſion, and adorn the Doctrine of your 
| | viour; May you be a Comfort to your Miniſter- 
ES now, and their Crown ot Rejoycing in the Day of 
x the Lord Jeſus May pure Religion thrive in your 
2 ” Hearts, and in your Families. May you live in — 
Unity and Love. May you die in Peace and 
Comfort. May the God of Love and Peace be 
with you here, and take you to be with him for / 
ever when you depart hence; and may all here 


preſent ſay, 

* AME N. 1 
— 5 NAT 
Page 7. Line 2. read Explain, p. 22.1. 19. r. In- N 


tereſt, p. 24. L ult Marg, for nap r. np. 


* 
. U 


= 
* 


bs 


